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A UNIQUE 


El-Kanemi > was - iraditio. 
nally turbanned 031 Sep¬ 
tember 25, ia-t year, 
following his selection 
by the Borno traditional 
selectors and the appro¬ 
val of his candidature by 
the North Eastern State 
Government. 

Alhaji Mustafa Bin 
Umar Kyari Amin El- 
Kanemi is the son of the 
late Shehu of Borno, 
Alhaji Umar Sanda El- 


ALHAJI HARUNA IDIRISU 


I WISH TO CONGRATULATE HIS HIGHNESS SHEHU OF BORNO MUSTAPHA 
UMAR EL-KANEMI ON THE OCCASION OF HIS OFFICIAL INSTALLATION 
BY HIS EXCELLENCY MILITARY GOVERNOR OF NORTH EASTERN Si ATE, 
BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN TOMORROW 21ST OF FEBRUARY i975. 


Modem Kanuri teneegers, dressed in traditional custom 

called “Bob” with gold necklaces costing at least 80 Naira 
each. The hairstyle' is termed “Kilayasku.” The front view 
©f the hairstyle is called “Hangaltala”, while the middle 
and back views are termed ‘‘Dawn wa Budiwa”. This style 

is specially for unmarried girls. 


OCCASION 


ALHAJI MUSTAFA UMAR EL-KANEMI 
.. Shehu of Borno. 


Amin El-Kanemi, and 
was bom in Yerwa, in 
Borno Emirate, In 1924. 

He was educated at 
the Borno Middle School 
HI, and appointed ip the 
Wali r s Office as a scribe 
in 1945. He was transfer¬ 
red to the Police Depart- 
ment as a clerk and pro¬ 
moted to the rank of 
Lance Corporal in 1949. 

From there, he was 
agaip transferred to the 
post of Yalema (Shehu’s 
representative) the same 
year. In 1950, Alhaji 
Mustafa Umar was ap¬ 
pointed veterinary super¬ 


visor and posted to Ngu- 
ni town as the Shehu’s 
representative. 

From Nguru, he was 
moved to the Central 
Office, Maiduguri, in 
1952, where he proceed¬ 
ed to Zaria to attend a 
Local Government cour¬ 
se at the old Clerical 
Centre, Kongo, now the 
Institute of Administra- 
ration, ABU, Zaria, and 
later wept to the Cleri¬ 
cal Training School in 
the same school in 1953. 

Alhaji Mustafa Umar 
was elected Member of 

See Page VII, Cot 1 


SHEHU . OF BORNO 

illli.lil T irirT Wi i l li l f ll ifill ll t ll I I I MHII I MIIHI 


TOMORROW is a 
unique day in the 
history of Borno. All 
roads will lead to 
Maiduguri, the ca¬ 
pital of the North 
Eastern State, 
where the new 
Shehu of Borno, 
Alhaji Umar Mus¬ 
tafa El-Kanemi will 
be formally in¬ 
stalled. 

People from all 
walks of life, Including 
military governors, 
emirs, chiefs, senior 
military officers, federal 
and state commission¬ 
ers, ambassadors and 


ALHAJI HARUNA IDIRISU 


GOV MUSA USMAN 


By Yinka 
Dagunduro 


prominent people, will 
watch what insiders 
say will be the most co¬ 
lourful installation of 
Shehu of Borno. 

The Maiduguri Race 
Course, the venue of 
the ceremony, will not 
only be packed full by 
well-dressed ladles and 
gentlemen, but It will 
witness a graceful dur¬ 
bar in which 1,000 
horsemen will partici¬ 
pate. 

Alhaji Umar Mustafa 


DISTRIBUTORS OF NORTH BREWERIES AND GUINNESS NIG. LTD. 
AND DEALERS IN DUNLOP PRODUCTS AND STATIONERIES 


RESIDENCE: 

Mafoni Ward, 
Maiduguri 


OFFICE: 

Ahmadu Beiio Way, 
P. O. Box 324, 
Telephone: 2611, 
Maiduguri 
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MAI DERIBE 

& SONS LIMITED 


Building/Civil Engineering Contractors, Transporters, Produce Buying Agent and Suppliers of all Building 
__ _ Materials 


TELEGRAMS & CABLES 
MAIDERIBE MAIDUGURI 
BANKER 

STANDARD BANK NIGERIA LTD., 
BANK OF THE NORTH 


(INCORPORATED IN NIGERIA) 
Phone No. 2465 DIRECT 2319 


HEADQUARTERS 

SIR KASSIM IBRAHIM ROAD, 
P. 0. BOX 28, MAIDUGURI, 
NORTH - EASTERN STATE, 
NIGERIA. 


ALHAJI MAI DERIBE 

ON BEHALF OF THE CHAIRMAN, MANAGING DIRECTOR AND STAFF OF THE ALHAJI MAI DERIBE & SONS LTD.. 
I WISH TO CONGRATULATE HIS HIGHNESS THE SHEHU OF BORNO MUSTAPHA UMAR EL-KANEMI ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS OFFICIAL INSTALLATION BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE MILITARY GOVERNOR OF NORTH EAST¬ 
ERN STATE, BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN ON THE 21 ST OF FEBRUARY 1975 


SHEHU OF BORNO GOV MUSA USMAN 

ALLAH KERMAINEM KADERRE'A NYAMA'A NELEFA NGUBUARO SEDE. AMIN. 
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Role and responsibilities 
of the Shehu of Borno 


- BY KYARI TIJJANI, — 

Dept, of Research and Consultancy, 
Institute of Administration 
Zaria 


THE pre-requisites for the 
emergence of a supreme poli¬ 
tical leader in society are so 
diverse and complex as to pre¬ 
clude detailed exposition here. 

However, popular images 
which always see such leaders 
in the heroic mold pointedly 
suggest to us that supreme po¬ 
litical leaders emerge in res- 
ponse to “the pressures and 
tensions experienced by plain 
people” in society as due pro¬ 
cess of ti e struggle to obtain 
a happy and satisfying expe¬ 
rience within their socio-ecolo- 
gical environment. 

It is the role and responsi¬ 
bility of leadership to harness 
and co-ordinate activities so 
as to provide for these desi¬ 
red experiences. In this sense, 
the role and responsibilities 
of political leadership in so¬ 
ciety is the perfect manage¬ 
ment of public affairs. 

On this score, rulers and 
dynasties have risen... and 
crumbled. The emergence and 
establishment of the Ai-Kane- 
mi Dynasty in Borno early in 
the nineteenth century, in pla¬ 
ce of the centuries — old 
founding Sefuwa Dynasty, 
poignantly attest to the inti¬ 
mate relationship that exists 
between effective and respon¬ 
sible management of public 
affairs and tenure in office for 
leaders. 

^be ancient empire of 
Borno was founded sometimes 
before the 10th century A.D. 
by a migrant group known as 
the Maguni-Sefuwa, who, 
through conquests, sedentariza- 
tion and intermarriages, forged 


ABU, 


the autochthonous populations 
into a people allegiant to 
themselves. 

Sometimes in the 10th Cen¬ 
tury A.D. Islam reached Bor¬ 
no, and was first accepted by 
the rulers themselves. By the 
middle of the 13th Century, 
Islam has attained the status 
of a state religion ini Borno, 
and the aparatus of an Islamic 
Government had already been 
established. 

By the middle of the 16th 
Century, Islam has so tho¬ 
roughly entrenched itself in 
Borno that wars undertaken by 
the state were seen as wars 
in defence of the religion, and 
Mai Idris Alauma, the then in¬ 
cumbent of the Borno throne 
was described by Imam Ah¬ 
med Ibn Fartua as “Amir ul 
Muminin and Khalifa of the 
Lord.” Since then, the throne 
of Borno has come to be seen 
as Digal Li’Salambe — “the 
cradle of Islam.” 

The introduction and expan¬ 
sion of Islam in Borno as 
one would presume, substanti¬ 
ally changed the nature and 
processes of the relationship 
between the ruler and the 
ruled in the Empire. 

As a universal religion, Is¬ 


lam introduced universalistic 
values such a s equality of all 
before the Sharia (Muslim 
Law); Islam has emphasised 
the sacredness of human life 
and the significance of the 
individual both as Muslim a-d/ 
or as a citizen. It also introdu¬ 
ced a system of education 
which inculcates these values 
in the minds of the individual 
through the efforts of an ex¬ 
panding class of Malams, who 
see their duty as the defence 
of Islam and the establishment 
of the hegemony of the Shari’a. 

Islam, thus, not only intro¬ 
duced universalistic values, 
but also created structures and 
processes that imposed respon¬ 
sible conduct of public office 
on the cruler and his administ¬ 
rative staff. 

According to Borno tradi¬ 
tion ana political culture, toe 
ruleir is the centre-piece of all 
these developments. The ruler 
was affectionately called Mai 
Li’Salambe (literally, the King 
or Islam). His role and res¬ 
ponsibilities were not simply that 
he has to be guided by the te 
nets of Islam — he in fact 
must be the shining epitome 
of all Islamic values. 

He sets example; he leads, 



Two of the trumpeters who will entertain guests at the Shehu’s 
installation 


and the others follow. Imam 
Ahmed ibn Fartua, writing gene 
rally on the role and responsi¬ 
bilities of the ruler of Borno 
vis-a-vis his subjects, explicitly 
states thus:' 

“The crown of leadership is 
purity and justice. Thus, 
every people relies on imita¬ 
tion of its leaders, the leader 
goes before and the people 
follow him .... so every man 
knows his rights and obliga- 
gations to others. Most ex¬ 
cellent is the fame of just 
deeds and justice on the part 
of a king for one day is equal 
to service of God for sixty 
years .... a place where there 
is an eveil Sultan is better 
than a place which has none”. 
The responsibilities of the 
ruler do not simply stop at 
offering moral leadership. He 
has to provide for the welfare 
of his subjects, and offer them 
protection against aggression 
from without and within These 
aspects of the role and respon¬ 
sibilities of the ruler are so 
entrenched in the Borno cul¬ 
ture that a citizen, in the face 
of danger readily ejaculates* 


Shehu ngufu nyiro gage “the 
Shehu come to my aia’ ! 

These codes of mutual obli¬ 
gations and expectations are 
concretised in practice and sym¬ 
bolised in the rituals of instal¬ 
ling the Shehu in office The 
installation was a great cere¬ 
monial occasion during which 
the new Shehu’s appointment 
was publicly confirmed by the 
Chief Imam of Borno on behalf 
of his fellow traditional selec¬ 
tors. 

As second group of functio¬ 
naries — the Mai Bayatewu— 
conduct the accession rituals. 
Conspicuous among them, were 
the Zanna Lifulama and Zarina 
See Page V, Col. I 


SHEHU OF 
BORNO’S 
INSTALLATION 


ALHAJI YERIMA HAMMAN 
WABI & SONS 

PRODUCE LICENCE, BUYING AGENT, GENERAL CONTRACTORS, TRANSPORTERS & GENERAL 

MERCHANTS 

P.O. BOX 311 MAIDUGURI—NIGERIA 

CABLES: "YERIMA WABI" 

OFFICE TEL. 2484 
RESIDENCE: 2628 


On behalf of the Chairman, Managing Director and Members of Family of Alhaji Yerima Hamman Wabi I wish to congra¬ 
tulate his Highness Shehu of Borno Mustapha Umar El-Kanemi on the occassion of his Official Installation by His Excellency 
Brigadier Musa Usman Military Governor North Eastern State tomorrow 21st of February 1975 



SHEHU OF BORNO GG >V USMAN 

















PAGE IV 


NEW NIGERIAN SUPPLEMENT ON SHEHU OF BORNO'S OFFICIAL INSTALLATION, Thursday 20, February, 1975 




ALHAJIUMARU NA 

ALHAJILAWAN & 
SONS LIMITED 


ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF OF ALHAJI UMAR A. LAWAN AND MEMBER'S OF HIS FAMILY, I WISH TO CONGRA¬ 
TULATE HIS HIGHNESS SHEHU OF BORNO, MUSTAPHA UMAR EL-KANEMI ON THE OCCASION OF HIS OFFI¬ 
CIAL INSTALLATION BY HIS EXCELLENCY BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN, MILITARY GOVERNOR OF NORTH EASTERN 
STATE TOMORROW 21 ST OF FEBRUARY 1975. 


SHEHU OF BORNO GOV* MUSA USMAN 

NYIRO ALLA'A KORENA ALLAH KERMAINEM KADEREAYE NYAMA NGUBUAYERO SADE. AMIN. 


(Manufacturers of Blocks, Genera! Contractors, Distributors, Suppliers of textiles. Building Materials, 

Licensed Buying Agents & Transporters) 


Cable Address 

Post Office Box 208, 

Maiduguri 

Head Office 

UMARLAWAN 


2nd Ahmadu Bello Way, 



Telephone: 2244 
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EVOLUTION OF THE 

DYNASTY 


MOHAMMED NUR ALKALI 
Department of History 
ABC/ABU, KANO 


EL-KANEMI 


ROLE OF 
SHEHU OF 
BORNO 

From Page III, Col. V 

'.-.gijinia. Zanna Ldulama blows 
on a silver trumpet, and Zaru 
na Ng^jima enunciates “words 
of advice, guidance and even 
warning in matters affecting 
the life of the people to the 
new Shehu in public. 

Specifically, they mention: 
“Kam Nga ma Kazumu Nga- 
ma, Mata-fifito gai tada Ka- 
rnaro Kaske ma- Literally: 

‘ The owner of healthy people 
and healthy dresses” — refe¬ 
rence to the welfare of the 
people; “He who like the 
wasp, regards the children 
of others as his own”— 
reference to his affection and 
impartiality in his conduct of 
office- 

Quite significantly, the Kanuri 
word for installing a functio¬ 
nary in office is GALATE — 
literally, “advising”, and the 
ceremonial rituals that attend 
the occasion are symbolic 
enactments and affirmations of 
the reciprocal rights, and obli¬ 
gations that exist between the 
ruler and his subjects. 

From the above exposition, 
it is quite clear that the pror 
blems of managing the office 
of the Shehu of Borno on ncn- 
autonomous basis are quite 
enormous — and. even much 
so if the Shehu has had to be 
subservient to a culturally 
alien power as was the case 
under the colonial rule. Both 
the ruler and the ruled are 
accustomed to operate within 
specific sets of rights and obli¬ 
gations that are culturally 
prescribed. 

Where these operate to mu¬ 


tual satisfaction, the allegiance 
of the people of Borno is always 
to the Shehu. It was this solida¬ 
rity between the ruler and the 
ruled in Borno which the Briti¬ 
sh found most difficult to break, 
despite the systematic humilia¬ 
tion of the Shehus of Borno 
whose ill-fate it had been to 
subsist under colonial yoke. It 
was the early recognition of 
this that forced the British to 
impose a two-tier procedure of 
installing the Shehus of Borno-— 
the traditional installation, as 
had taken place when the pre¬ 
sent Shehu was appointed on 
September 21, 1974, and the 
award of the “Staff of Office”, 
as is taking place tomorrow 
which defines the relationship 
of the Shehu with higher autho¬ 
rities witlhin the national con¬ 
text. 

The integration of Borno 
imito the Nigerian nation can, 
but need not complicate the 
role and responsibilities of 
the Shehu vis-a-vis his sub¬ 
jects as it did during the co¬ 
lonial period. The ordinary 
Borno can still need, and 
largely expects the Shehu to 
protect him from avaricious 
businessmen and overbearing 
civil servants. 

But these categories of Ni¬ 
gerians should be partners 
in development with the 
Shehu for the good of the 
general public. That is why 
one would commend the 
trend that members of the 
royal families with more inti¬ 
mate knowledge of the work¬ 
ings of the contemporary Ni¬ 
gerian Government and eco¬ 
nomy are coming up to occu¬ 
py the ultimate in our tradi¬ 
tional hierarchy of political 
offices. 


THE INSTALLATION of His 
Highness Mustafa Umar Ibn 
El-Amin El-Kanemi tomorrow 
as the Shehu of Borno amidst 
a gathering of various persona¬ 
lities from various parts of this 
country is an honour to the 
El-Kanemi dynasty — a dynas¬ 
ty which since from its founda¬ 
tion in the early nineteenth 
century has passed through 
several stages of development 
and experiences with great re¬ 
levance to present day situa¬ 
tion. 

Their successes and failures 
in their efforts to maintain the 
image of the kingdom through¬ 
out its history make them no 
new comers to the present. It 
is in the light of these facts 
that the dynastic history of the 
El-Kanemi should be seen. 

The founder of the dynasty 
was Muhammad El-Amin El- 
Kanemi, the sort of the famous 
Malam, Muhammad Ninka of 
Kanem. In his early years, 
he has travelled widely in 
North Africa and the Middle 


East in search of knowledge. 
In the 1790s, he performed 
the pilgrimage to Mecca and 
Medina and remained there 
for nearly ten years. He 
then returned to Borno through 
Wadai and Bagirmi. He ar¬ 
rived at a time when the 
then ruling Seifawa dynasty 
was confronted with the Fu- 
lani invasion (Kerige Fuiatu¬ 
be). 

The Seifawa dynasty after 
having ruled Kanem-Borno for 
nearly one thousand years was 
already in decline and the ru¬ 
lers have made abortive at¬ 
tempts to resist the invasion. 

A man of very wide religi¬ 
ous and political experiences, 
Muhammad El—Amin El-Ka¬ 
nemi was then attracting a 
number of scholars and desci- 
ples in his new base at Ngala 
in Eastern Borno. 

The Seifawa ruler, Mai Du- 
nama in the face of this exter¬ 
nal threat and political disor¬ 
der in his government invited 
Muhammad El-Amin El-Kane¬ 
mi and his followers to come 
to the defence of the king¬ 
dom. He responded to this 
invitation, and in a series of 
military campaigns wag enable 
to defeat the Fulani invade^ 
Later, however, from about 


1808 to 1812 he decided to en¬ 
ter into diplomatic correspon¬ 
dence with the So koto leaders 
in the interest of good rela¬ 
tions between Muslim commu¬ 
nities emphasizing the implica¬ 
tions of military campaign 
against a Muslim state. 

He succeeded in restoring 
peace between the two parties, 
but then observed the disor¬ 
ganized condition of the ru¬ 
ling Seifawa dynasty and the 
increasing responsibility of 
state aifair s which he had to 
shoulder. Closely assisted 
by hig immediate followers — 
Muhammad Turab, Ibrahim 
Wadai ma, Hamad Ganimi, al- 
Haj Sudani ai-Haj Mafia, Ma¬ 
lam Tatili and Shettima Kubu- 
nbe, he set up a provisional 
government first at Ngiamo 
and 'then at Kukawa while 
re settling the Seifawa Mai at 
Birni Kafela near Kukawa. 

Hls role was generally 
speaking, that of a defender 
and reformer. He introduced 
the military system composed 
of the Kazallas — mainly of 
slave origin with absolute 
loyalty to the state and the 
sovereign while maintaining 
the Seifawa system of fief 
distribution. 

Under this system, senior 
fief holders (Chima Kura) 
resident in the capital, were 
represented by their subordi¬ 
nates (Chima Gana) in the 
territories assigned to them. 
Their .function was to admi¬ 
nister their territories in the 
See Page VII, Col, 1 



ABANDE LAWAN 
& BROS LTD. 

Buildin g & Civil Engineering Contractors 


Head Office 
P.O. Box 323 
Maiduguri 
Tel.: 2212 

Telex No. 82101 Abande (Nig.) 


Branch Office 

P.O. Box 4007 
Kaduna 
Tel.: 43167 


I wish to congratulate his Highness Shehu of Borno, Mustapha Umar El -Kanemi on the occasion of his Official Installation 
by his Excellency Military Governor of North Eastern State, Brigadier Musa Usman tomorrow 21st of February 1975 and 
I wish him Long Life and Prosperity 









SM 


1 f ; 


Shehu of Borno 


Gov. Musa Usman 
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ALHAJI ALI K0T0K0 

& SONS LTD. 


(Building Civil Engineering Contractors and General 


Traders) 


Head Office:- 
P.O. Box 252, 

Maiduguri, 

North Eastern State. 
Telephone:- 2266 Office 
2580 „ 


Lagos Office 
No. 1, Association Avenue, 
llupeju Estate, 

Ikeja - Lagos. 


Branch Office 

P. O. Box 49, 

Kaduna, 

North Central State 
Telephone:- 23490 


2488 House 



ON BEHALF OF CHAIRMAN, MANAGING DIRECTOR AND ENTIRE MEMBER'S OF HIS FAMILY OF ALHAJI ALI 
KOTOKO & SONS LTD., I WISH TO CONGRATULATE HIS HIGHNESS SHEHU OF BORNO, MUSTAPHA UMAR EL- 
KANEMI ON THE OCCASION OF HIS OFFICIAL INSTALLATION BY THE MILITARY GOVERNOR NORTH EASTERN 
STATE HIS EXCELLENCY BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN TOMORROW 21 ST OF FEBRUARY 1975. AND ALSO I WISH 
HIM LONG LIFE AND PROSPERITY 


ALHAJI All 


KOTOKO 



SHEHU OF BORNO 


GOV- MUSA USMAN 
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mission. 


A Borno co-operative* farmer watches as his day’s ‘catch* is 
weighed by an official on the shores of Lake Chad. 


He has realized the disrup¬ 
ted economy of the country. 
By virtue of his earlier con¬ 
nections with North Africa, he 
encouraged trade links with 
Fezzan and Tripoli. He was 
aware of the clangers of wesr 
tern capitalism. In response 
to the British mission which 
visited Borno in the 1820s, he 
wrote to King George IV of 
England (letter dated 1824) 
warning against sending big 
capitalists to Borno as the eco¬ 
nomy of the country would be 
adversely affected. 

By the time of his death in 
the year 1837, the Kingdom 
had sufficient stability and 
strong central government. 
After his death the control of 
affairs passed into the hands 
of his son Umar. The El-Kane- 
mi dynasty was by then so well 
established, the only recogni¬ 
sed and most effective govern¬ 
ment of the state despite the 
presence of the Seifawa Mai in 


Birni Kafela.' 

The powers of the Seifawa 
were gradually fading away. 
In a desperate attempt to oust 
the El-Kanemi dynasty the 
Seifawa Mai, Ibrahim sought 
the aid of the Sultan of Wadai, 
Muhammad Sharif, a potential 
enemy of Borno against Umar. 
Shejhu Umar considered this a 
conspiracy against the state and 
he ordered the arrest of the 
Mai while he led the campaign 
against Wadai in 1846. 

The battle was long and 
with heavy casualties on both 
sides but it culminated in the 
defeat of Wadai and final des¬ 
truction of the Seifawa dynas¬ 
ty- The El-Kanemi’s, therefore 


SHEHU MUSTAFA UMAR 


From Page I, Col_ V 
the former Northern Ni¬ 
gerian House of Assem¬ 
bly in 1956, and was 
appointed Pai l.amentary 

Secretary of the Minist¬ 
ry of Lands and Survey, 
in 1961. 

On his return to Mai- 
duguri in September, 
1966, he was re-appoint¬ 


ed as a scribe ip the 
Central Office. In 1968, 
Shehu Mustafa Umar 
was appointed as District 
Head of Mafa. 

He was later transfer¬ 
red to Nganzai District 
on promotion in 1970, 
the post he held until 
his selection as the 
Shehu of Borno. 


became the undisputed leaders 
of the kingdom. 

Shehu Umar avoided any 
radical changes and adopted 
a system of continuity with 
omy moderate and tolerable 
changes Vet he was comroir 
ted wiruh the usual problem of 
imbalance at the centre. The 
principle of succession to the 
tnrone made e very male whose 
father has been Shehu eligible 
to me throne. 

After the battle of 1846, the 
most prominent figure in the 
Council of the Shehu was the 
Waziri — Al-Haj Bashir. Umar’s 
aosolute reliance on Ai-naj 
Bashir was resented by his 
brother Abba Abdurrahman 
who thought himself not only 
entitled to such a status as 
Bashir’s, but also eligible to 
biie throne. 

Factionalism developed in 
the palace while an 
re of tension gathered through¬ 
out the kingdom and state of 
emergency was declared. All 
efforts of reconciliation fail¬ 
ed. In November 1853, Abba 
Abdurrahman staged a coup- 
detat and Umar was forced 
to abdicate. 

But Abdurrahman’s rule 
was shortlived. His harsh rule 
was intolerable. Supporters 

See Page XH Col 1 


From Page V f CoL V 

name of the central govern¬ 
ment and to ensure tile suc¬ 
cess of agriculture and collec¬ 
tion of taxes. 

The weakness of the Seifa¬ 
wa dynasty has encouraged 
several tributary states to 

El-Kanemi 


declare their independence 
from Borno. He tried to keep 
intact the frontiers of metro¬ 
politan Borno and forced the 
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the 


Evolution of 


The Board of Directors and the Entire Management of 

0 DANISKI LIMITED 

Wish to Congratulate His Highness 

THE SHEHU OF BORNO, ALHAH MUSTAFA UMAR EL-KANEMI 

on the occasion of his official installation as the Shehu of Borno by 

HIS EXCELLENCY BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN 

Xhe Military Governor North Eastern State 
WE WISH YOU AND THE ENTIRE RULING HOUSE OF BORNO 

A LONG LIFE AND PROSPERITY 

Danis ki Limited & Organisation, 

1 Shehu Laminu Way, 

P. G Box 201, 

Maiduguri. Tel. 2342 

The leading North Eastern State Investment and Marketing Consultants and Promoters and 

by virtue a leading General Supply Company. 
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GONI ASKIRA BROTHERS 

LIMITED 

TRANSPORTERS, IMPORTERS, EXPORTERS AND 
GENERAL TRADERS 

The Managing Director ALHAJI GONI ASKIRA and the 
entire staff of GONI ASKIRA BROTHERS LTD. 

CONGRATULATE 




ALHAJI GONI ASKIRA 


SHEHU OF BORNO 
MUSTAPHA UMAR EL-KANEMI 


HIS HIGHNESS MUSTAPHA UMAR EL-KANEMI on this memorable 
occasion of his installation as THE SHEHU OF BORNO 

MAY ALLAH GRANT THE SHEHU MANY 

YEARS OF PEACEFUL REIGN 

GONI ASKIRA BROTHERS LIMITED 


LAGOS OFFICE: 

15/17 William Street 
P. O. Box 527, Lagos 
Tel: 21173 

Telegrams: Goniaskira Lagos 
RESIDENCE: 23 Ikorodu Road, Lagos 
Tel: 33765 


BRANCH: 

AREA MANAGER, 

GONI ASKIRA BROS. LTD. 
180, Independence Road 

P. O. Box 593 
Kano. 

Tel: 4128 — Office 
„ 4719 — Residence 
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THE B0RH0 LOCAL 


AUTHORITY 

-AND PEOPLE BEHIND 
THE HELM OF 
AFFAIRS IN THE EMIRATE 

BY Y1NKA DAGUNDURO 



SHETTIMA ABBA ANNAS BABA GANA, Waziri of Romo and 
head of local administration 


SINCE the creation of sta¬ 
tes in 1967, so many events 
have taken place in the North 
Ea tern St? te. Among these 
were the re-organi?a 4 ion of 
Local Authority Councils so as 
to make them more represen¬ 
tative of the ordinary cit’zen. 

Abo, a Local Government 
Service Board has been crea¬ 
ted to handle the affairs of 
certain clashes of Local Go¬ 
vernment employees. 

As a result of the Local Go¬ 
vernment Reforms carr el out 
throughout the six Northern 
State'', all former Native Au¬ 
thority Councils in the North, 
Eastern Sta 4 e were dissolved 
in March 1S69 and Divisional 
Officers aorointed as Sole Ad, 
ministrators. 

In August 1970, the Councils 



ALHAJi BUKAR KOLO, 

Councillor for Finance 


were reconstituted. People 
with new ideas were nominated 
into the new councils and illi¬ 
terate ones removed. In the new 
system, majority decision on 
matters brought before the 
council meeting would be fi¬ 
nal and binding. 

This exercise is aimed at 
bringing the government near 
to the people, by spreading 
over development throughout 
the State and by improving the 
mechanics of supervision and 
control so as bo increase effi¬ 
ciency and eliminate wastage. 

In 19S9 the Liman Ciroma 
Committee on Local Govern¬ 
ment Reforms in one of its re¬ 
commendations emphasised 
the desire to create Develop¬ 
ment areas within the old 



ALHAJI IDRIS KHADI, 
Councillor for Health and Social 
Welfare 


Native Authority areas for 
the purpose of not only sprea¬ 
ding development throughout 
the state but also bringing the 
masses closer to the people. 
The state was then divided 
into 31 development areas of 
which nine a,e in Borno Pro¬ 
vince- 

Of the nine, five are within 
the Borno Emirate comprising 
Nguru, Yusufari and Machina 
district with headquarters in 
Nguru; Geidam, Mobber and 
Borsari district with headquar¬ 
ters in Geidam, Monguno Mar- 
te, Nganzai, Kanembu and Gu- 
bio with headquarters 
in Monguno; Maiduguri, Mafa, 
Konduga; Magumeri; Auno 
and Margi Districts with head¬ 
quarters in Konduga; and Da- 
maturu, Fune, Gujba and Ka- 
ga Districts with headquarters 



SHETTIMA KAGU, Councillor 
for Works and Motor Parks 


in Damaturu. 

In the 1963 Census, the to¬ 
tal population of the develop¬ 
ment areas of Borno Emirate 
was put at 1,401,870 ranging 
from the smallest of 44,226 
to the biggest 429 372- Since 
then, there has been remark¬ 
able progress in various deve¬ 
lopment areas. Already, tour¬ 
ing officers have been posted 
to the various areas and new 
administrative building have 
already gone up. 

A mobile clinic has been 
assigned to Monguno develop¬ 
ment area as a prelude to a 
General Hospital to be built 
in near future. Similarly, the 
development of other infrast¬ 
ructure such as rural electrifi¬ 
cation, digging of bore holes 
and establishment of educa¬ 
tional institutions notably in 
Damaturu, are sign of prog¬ 
ress in the areas. 

The successful implementa¬ 
tion of various projects in 
these development areas re¬ 


quire money which a Deve¬ 
lopment Board derive from 
revenue from such sources as 
some per oentage of commu¬ 
nity tax from the parent Lo¬ 
cal Authority; Government 
giants for specific projects 
that the ‘board may undertake 
such as building of market 
stalls etc. 

Special rates are to be 
collected by the parent Local 
Authority on approval of the 



ALHAJI IBRAHIM GEIDAM, 
L. A. Information Officer 


government and from other 
sources which can from time 
to time be approved by the 
government. 

However, two sources of re¬ 
venue are clear. One, the 
Community Tax and the other 
Cattle Tax (the Jangali). 

One hundred per cent grants- 
in-aid are also given to the 
Borno Local Authority to co¬ 
ver the salaries of all Diplo¬ 
ma holders, technically quali¬ 
fied Supervisors of Works, 
Medical, Health, Social Wel¬ 
fare, Agriculture and Commu¬ 
nity Nurses. 

As a result of the creation of 
Maiduguri Township, the go¬ 
vernment has made estimates to 
cover recurrent and capital ex¬ 
penditures. There is nto doubt 
that for a long time to come 
the government will continue to 
give assistance to the Township 
and Town Council. 



MAAJI SHETTIMA KUKAWA* 
Councillor for Veterinary §«r. 
vices. Agriculture and Co¬ 
operatives. 


SHEHU OF BORNO’S 
INSTALLATION 


The Management and Director of 

TILLA INTERNATIONAL (NIGERIA) LTD. 

Share in the joy and send their warm 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to the new SHEHU OF BORNO 

MUSTAPHA UMAR EL-KANEMI 

His Excellency Brigadier Musa Usman, the Governor of North 
East State and the entire people of North East State on the 
occasion of the ceremonial installation of the Shehu. 


torn 



ALHAJi MOHAMMED MAMMAN BfU 

Managing Director 


TILLA INTERNATIONAL (NIGERIA) LIMITED 
Transporters, Exporters, Importers and Genera Com 

18, ERIC MOOR? 
FLAT 4, SURULt- 
LAGOS 
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ALHAJI MUSTAPHA FANNAftAMBE 


P. 0. BOX 198, 
Maiduguri 


RESIDENCE TEL: 

2437 

OFFICE TEL: 

2385 


BALAKHANY 
CHAD (NIGERIA) 

LIMITED 

PROSPECTING, WATER SUPPLY P. O. BOX 115, 

AND DRILLING ENGINEERS. MAIDUGURI, 

NORTH EASTERN STATE, 
NIGERIA. 

TELEPHONE 
MAIDUGURI 2295 
TELEGRAMS & CABLES; 
BALAKHANY MAIDUGURI 

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF THE BALAKHANY CHAD NIG. LTD. 
WISH TO CONGRATULATE HIS HIGHNESS SHEHU OF BORNO, MUSTAPHA 
UMAR EL-KANEMI ON THE OCCASION OF HIS OFFICIAL INSTALLATION 
BY HIS EXCELLENCY BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN, MILITARY GOVERNOR 
OF NORTH EASTERN SATE TOMORROW 21 ST OF FEBRUARY 1975. 


The Waziri of Bomo’s 
personal hand performing. 


MAIDUGURI 
A TA GLANCE 

HISTORY 

THE original pame of Maiduguri is Yerwa. The actual village 
of Maiduguri is two miles off Yerwa which was founded in 1672 
by a man called Maidugu. The British, however, used the name 
for administrative convenience being a caravan route between 
Kano and The Sudan and serving as a great commercial centre 
for trade in cattle. 

The history of the two could be traced back to 1907 when 
Shehu Abubakar Garbai (first British appointed Shehu) migrated 
from Kukawa, the then capital of Borno, to this present location. 
Maiduguri is both the state capital of the North Eastern State 
and of Bomo Province. This dual role enhanced her prestige as 
being both the administrative and commercial centre of the state. 

Maiduguri is administered by twio bodies (1) the Bomo Local 
Authority, like all other local authorities, act as an agent of the 
government. Besides the collection of taxes and Jangali cattle 
tax), this institution alslo ensures efficient and effective adminis¬ 
tration. It delegates some of its powers to Yerwa Town Council. 

Maiduguri Township Authority — the authority which was set 
!up undlejif Township Ordinance, Chapter 131 of the Laws of 
Northern Nigeria — deals with administration of government resi¬ 
dential and commercial areas of the state capital. 

CULTURE AND TRADITION 

Culture and tradition play an important part in the lives of 
the inhabitants of Maiduguri. The Kanuris in particular have a 
number of traditions in naming and marriage ceremonies through 
Islamic laws still persist- Respect, loyalty and humility to elders 
and in particular to the Shehu of Borno, are stiictly adhered to 

DRESS 

The Kulgu, the Gumage, and the Aji-Ajf which make up a 
man’s dress within the local inhabitants is feature in Maiduguri. 
For the elderly and title bearers, a Dikwa-Dikwa is also unique. 
Gold, silver and bronze trinklets worn-along with Gambara and 
Gumaje are for the females, though their dress vary. 

HAIRDO 

There are different styles of hair-do, some of which are for 
the under eighteen—such as Kele-yaskeai — three cross stripe 
pattern and shangalti. 


BORNO BEAUTIES 

__________ . t ——— 


LEFT. A Shuwa beauty in traditional attire. She is wearing a 
choker called “Raimi” which cost not less than 80 Naira. iuGHT: 
A young Kanuri beauty with traditional hairdo. 


SHEHU OF BORNO 


GOV. MUSA USMAN 


MUSTAPHA FXnNARAMBE 


I WISH TO CONGRATULATE HIS HIGHNESS SHEHU OF BORNO MUSTAPHA 
UMAR EL-KANEMI ON THE OCCASION OF HIS OFFICIAL INSTALLATION 
BY HIS EXCELLENCY BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN, MILITARY GOVERNOR 
OF NORTH EASTERN STATE TOMORROW 21ST OF FEBRUARY 1975. AT 
RACE COURSE MAIDUGURI. LONG LIFE ANO PROSPERITY. 
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SANTANA 

FURNITURE 
FACTORY LTD 


WE, ON OUR PART, SHALL CONTINUE TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE S' TE 
BY PROVIDING OUR SERVICES WHILE MANUFACTURING MODERN HOUSEHOLD, OFFICE, SCHOOLS \ND H EL 
FURNITURE IN THE BEST QUALITY OF VARIOUS DESIGNS 

FOR ANY CHOICE, VISIT OUR SHOWROOM I FACTORY AT 13 AUNO ROAD, OR RING 2739 MAIDUGURI 
SANTANA the other name for the ast FURNSiURE makers 


MANUFACTURERS OF OFFICE, HOUSE HOLD, HOTEL & SCHOOL FURNITURE, 13 AUNO ROAD, 

P. O. BOX 172, PHCNE 2739 MAIDUGURI NIGERIA 

ON BEHALF OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, MANAGEMENT AND ENTIRE STAFF OF 
OUR ORGANISATION EXTEND THEIR CONGRATULATIONS TO HIS HIGHNESS SHEHU OF BORNO, MUSTAPHA 
UMAR EL-KANEMI ON THE OCCASION OF HIS OFFICIAL INSTALLATION BY HIS EXCELLENCY BRIGADIER MUSA 
USMAN, MILITARY GOVERNOR OF TH.E NORTH EASTERN STATE. WE WISH HIM LONG LIFE AND TREMENDOUS 

SUCCESS. 


:\\\ 
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EMERGENCE 

OF EL-KANEMI 

DYNASTY 


From Page VII, Col. V 

and sympathisers of Umar 
soon demanded his return and 
in September 1854, with a 

large number of followers he 
forced Abdurrahman to abdi¬ 
cate. Abduitrahman was subse¬ 
quently executed. The episo¬ 
de had been a great lesson to 
Umar and his courtiers. They 
noted in particular the public 
concern for their welfare and 
their resistance to both weak 
or arbitrary government. 

The leading men in Shehu 
Umaru’s Council were Laminu 
Njitiya and Abba Bukar, the 
Shehu’s eldest son. By 1871, 
after tne death of Laminu, 
Abba Bukar became the lea¬ 
ding man in Borno after his 
lather. Thus Umar has learnt 
by experience the importance 
of preparing a ground for the 
most suitable successor. 
When, therefore he died, in 
1881 his son Bukar succeeded 
him. 

tccnainic Crisis 

It was during the reign of 
Bukar, however, that econo¬ 
my crisis began to hit Borno. 

This was mainly the prob¬ 
lem of inflation. The cost 
of living was beginning to be 
higher due to the decrease on 
the volume of the trans-Saha- 
ran trade, and consequent dis¬ 
ruption of the internal econo¬ 
my. 

Li addition, the courtiers 
continued to live a life of lu¬ 
xury and prodigality. The 
only measure taken by the go¬ 
vernment was to impose a hea¬ 
vy taxation known notoriously 


in Borno as “Kumoreji” 
(breaking the calabash) to 
maintain the government. Bu- 
kar's period was therefore 
characterized by political ins¬ 
tability, and palace revolution. 

The Shehu himself died in 
the year 1884 at a premature 
age of 45. His death at 
an unexpected age threw 
the kingdom once more into 
succession disputes. Conflict 
over the succession to the throne 
dew-loped be&wieen Abba 
Masta Kura (Bukar’s unde) 
who was nominated as the 
Shehu and Abba Ibrahim 
(Bukars younger brother). 

In the ensuing struggle, 
Ibrahim emerged victorious 
and was then installed as the 
Shehu in 1884. But the go¬ 
vernment was yet to learn 
that economic stability was 
the source of its power and 
their failure to develop cons¬ 
tructive economic policy spark¬ 
ed off more trouble and poli¬ 
tical disorder. Thus, Shehu 
Ibrahim’s reign was charac¬ 
terised by continuous instabi¬ 
lity and hardship caused by 
discontented courtiers and 
Princes. 

The Shehu’s plans to elimi¬ 
nate his critics miscarried 
and he himself died while try¬ 
ing to execute his plan. Shehu 
HashiTni > the fourth son of 
Umar who succeeded him to 
the throne was also plunged 
into crisis. Hashimi’s attempts 
to control prices of foodstuff 
in the markets were again 
hindered by the desire of his 
courtiers to live in luxury and 
pleasure, and the heavy taxa¬ 
tion imposed on the peasantry. 

Meanwhile some of Borno’s 


On behalf of the staff of 


KUMSHE RESTAURANT AND 
KUMSHE SPORTS EQUIPMENTS 


The Managing Director 

M. BUKAR ALHAJI BULANA 

CONGRATULATES 

The Shehu of Borno 

Mustapha Umar El-Kanemf 


on the occasion of his installation 
as the Shehu of Borno. I wish him 


long life and prosperity. 


Kumshe Sports Equip¬ 
ments Stores West End 
Road, P. O. Box 301, 

Maiduguri, N.E.S. 


Kumshe Rest aurant 
Sir Kashim Ibrahim Rd., 
Mafoni Ward 

p. O. Box 301, Maiduduri. 


SHEHU OF BORNO’S INSTALLATION 



A reading class in a Primary School in Borno Emirate. 


dependencies have taken the 
advantage of the political con¬ 
fusion to declare their autono¬ 
mous status. Damagaram em¬ 
barked on expansionist ven¬ 
ture against western and, north 
western Borno — Gomel, Ngu- 
ru and Muniyo. 

Political Crisis 

Amidst this political crisis, 
Borno was confronted with an 
external threat of invasion 
from one Eastern Sudanese 
adventurer— Rabih ibn Fadl- 
Ailaih who has risen to promi¬ 
nence under the leadership of 
Zubair Pasha — a Sudanese 
slave trader- 

Rabih led his army into 
Borno in the year 1893 con¬ 
trary to the anticipation of the 
Shehu. The Shehu’s defence 
forces numbered over 30,000 
as against Rabih’s 3,000. Yet 
the defence army could not 
stand the invader’s superiori¬ 
ty in fire arms. 

First commanded by Mam- 
man Tar, the VVazin and secon¬ 
dly by the Shehu himself, the 
Borno army made abortive 
attempts to resist Rabih’s inva¬ 
sion- Consequently, Rabih made 
a successful entry into Kukawa 
inflicting heavy casualties on 
its inhabitants. 

The Shehu’s inability to con¬ 
tain the situation led to public 
agitation for a more capable 
leader. The choice fell on Abba 
Kyari the eldest son of Shehu 
Bukar. He was regarded by 
most of the courtiers as a man 
of undoubtful ability, self de¬ 
termination and courage. He 
quickly renmobilized the dis¬ 
persed army and in his first en¬ 
counter inflicted a severe de¬ 
feat on Rabih and forced him 
to flee. 

But Rabih made a successful 
counter-attack against the Bor¬ 
no army which led to the cap¬ 
ture and the death of the She¬ 
hu. Shehu Kyari is today rei 
membered in Borno for 
the courage he displayed be¬ 
fore Rabih. Asked if he should 
surrender, the Shehu replied: 
“If it were me who captures 
a slave likei you I would have 
killed him at on,ce without ask¬ 
ing such a cowardly question”. 

However, Rabih’s imperial 
venture was soon to witness a 
challenge from the combined 
forces of the Western imperial 
powers — the British, the Ger¬ 
mans and the French who by. 
the year 1900, were gradually 
moving in to occupy Borno. 
Rabih was finally met by the 
French forces in Kusseri in 
1900 and was killed in the 
battle. 

Babih’s death and the dis¬ 


ruption of the Borno political 
power left the European po¬ 
wers with problems more than 
they have anticipated. After 
having partitioned. Borno 
among themselves, they came 
to realize that the direct ad¬ 
ministration of a people with 
deep rooted tradition and self 
image can neither be achieved 
by the force ofi arms nor 
through the (imposition of west¬ 
ern model of political system. 

Having realized this fact, 
the European powers wasted 
no time in re-establishing the 
lost traditional authority. Thus, 
the French who were in cont¬ 
rol of Dikwa installed a mem¬ 
ber of the El-Kanemi dynasty, 
Sanda Kura as the Shehu of 
Dikwa. In the year 1902 while 
the British installed Shehu Bu¬ 
kar Garbai the son of Shehu 
Ibirahim as the Shehu of Borno. 

Tradition 

Indeed, the British did engage 
in some organisational pro¬ 
cesses vital to the smooth run¬ 
ning of the government. The 
fief holders no longer resided 
in the capital but were sent 
out to their respective districts 
as the direct representatives of 
the Shehu. The appointments 
of officials and investiture of 
titles were strictly in accor¬ 
dance with tradition and in the 
hands of the Shehu. The Haraji 
(annual tax) and the Jangali 
were introduced to replace 
some of the old taxation system. 

In the year 1907, the capital 
of Borno was moved from Ku¬ 
kawa to Yerwa (present Mai- 
duguri). Shehu Bukar Garbai 
died in the year 1922 and was 
succeeded by Umar Sanda Ku¬ 
ra, the first Shehu of Dikwa 
under the French. His reign 
of 15 years witnessed a gra¬ 
dual planning for the 21 dds_ 
tricts which constituted the 
Borno Emirate. 

Symbol of progress 

In the year 1937, Umar San¬ 
da Kyarimi the son of Shehu 
Kyari came to the throne of 
Borno at the age: of sixty five. 
Shehu Umar Sanda was the 
symbol of both the past and 
the present. 

He had witnessed the econo¬ 
mic crisis of the late nine¬ 
teenth century, the invasion of 
Rabih, thei coming of the Bri¬ 
tish, political independence and 
party politics, the beginning of 
the military regime and the 
subsequent creation of states. 
His long reign was regarded as 
a symbol of greatness and pres¬ 
tige. 

Though the colonial adminis¬ 


tration gradually developed du¬ 
ring his reign, he never com¬ 
promised his traditional status 
with the new colonial system 
and for this, he was not only 
respected by his people: but 
also by the British. In view of 
his old age however, a great 
deal of the administration of 
the state was shouldered by his 
Waziris — first by Waziri Ib¬ 
rahim, then Muhammad Ngile- 
ruma, Shettima Kashim, Zanna 
Mustafa Laisu and Galadima 
Mai Kyari. 

It was aft&r the great re¬ 
shuffle in his Council between 
the year 1956-57 that Shettima 
Kashim (later Sir Kashim Ib¬ 
rahim) was appointed the Wa- 
zir 1 . By his orior experience as 
a French Minister of Education 
and the dominant role he play¬ 
ed in the Shehu’s Council, Sir 
Kashim has been a councillor 
to the Shehu not only on the 
affairs of the Emirate but also 
on major national issues of the 
time. 

During the period of party 
politics, Sir Kashim wag acti¬ 
vely involved in various deve¬ 
lopments, yet the Shehu’s role 
was that of a mediator and 
despite the faction that 
developed between the 
N.P.C. and the Borno Youth 
Movement, the Shehu was re¬ 
garded by all as a symbol of 
unity. 

Modernisation 


His death in 1968 threw the 
emirate into confusion and the 
entire nation into sorrow. It took 
months to decide on the next 
successor. The choice fell on 
Umar ibn Abubakar Garbai. 
Umar ruled for only six years 
and his rule appears too short 
for any fair assessment of the 
task he had embarked upon — 
modernization. 

His frequent appearance at 
public gatherings was consi¬ 
dered by many as familiarisa¬ 
tion worthy of the time, but to 
some, “familiarisation breeds 
CGotempt”. He made a historic 
visit to Sokoto in the year 
1972 thereby breaking the at¬ 
mosphere of cool relationship 
that existed between Borno and 
Sokoto. 

In a nationwide contest or¬ 
ganised for the “Man of the 
Year” by the New Nigerian 
Newspapers, he emerged victor¬ 
ious for this historical visit. 
His death last year brought 
the torch of the dynasty into 
the hands of His Highness Mus¬ 
tafa Umar El-Amin El-Kanemi, 
the son of Shehu Sanda Kyari¬ 
mi, 





















